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The Cal Grant program supports the higher education success of hundreds of thousands of under-
resourced Californians each year. The Cal Grant B is awarded to students with the lowest incomes and 
helps cover non-tuition college costs like housing, food, books, and transportation. The annual 
maximum of $1,648 for the Cal Grant B access award barely covers five percent of non-tuition costs 
that can exceed $33,000 annually for many students across the state, and is worth less than one fifth of 
its original value.i Recipients who are parents and recent foster youth can receive additional stipends of 
up to $6,000 annually, however, with additional expenses like dependent care they continue to face 
substantial college affordability burdens.ii  

The following charts illustrate why the state needs to increase Cal Grant B access awards, including 
supplements for student parents and recent foster youth, to close higher education affordability 
gaps and bring the state closer to its 2030 attainment goal of 70 percent.iii This can be done in 
several ways, including growing awards in line with inflation or increasing the maximum award amounts, 
and would provide Californians with more support to afford continually increasing living expenses. 

 

Figure 1: Cal Grant B access awards help close 
college affordability gaps across all higher 
education segments, particularly at California 
community colleges (CCCs).iv This support is 
critical for students at CCCs where net prices 
are often higher for lower income students.v 

Figure 2: Strengthening Cal Grant B access 
awards provides targeted support to the least 
resourced Californians.vi 95% of new recipients 
have family incomes less than $60K and nearly 
half have incomes less than $24K.

 

 

 

55%

4%

38%

3%

Fig. 1: Distribution of New & Renewal 
Cal Grant B Recipients by Segment
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Fig. 2: Distribution of New Cal Grant 
B Recipients by Income Range
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https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grant
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/2026-27-Income-and-Asset-Ceiling.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/student_expense_budget_2026-27.pdf
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Figure 3: Investing in Cal Grant B access awards 
supports students of color.vii Grant aid is critical 
for students from historically marginalized 
communities who are more likely to borrow 
student loans to cover total college costs.viii 

Figure 4: Indexing the Cal Grant B access 
awards to inflation for one year would cost less 
than one percent of total Cal Grant 
investments. The maximum Cal Grant B access 
award would increase by approximately $54, and 
the maximum student parent and foster youth 
supplements would increase by about $198.ix 

 

Data Notes: 
 

i CSAC Student Expense Budgets: https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/student_expense_budget_2026-27.pdf In 1969 the 
maximum access award was $900. Had it kept pace with inflation it would be worth close to $9,000 today. 
ii https://edtrust.org/rti/for-student-parents-the-biggest-hurdles-to-a-higher-education-are-costs-and-finding-child-care/ 
iii https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Higher-Education-Fact-Sheet.pdf 
iv AY 2023-34 data from CSAC Cal Grant Paid Awards dashboard: https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-grant-paid-awards. This and the 
following two pie charts use AY 2023-24 data, because it is the most recent year for which Cal Grant B income data is publicly available. 
Segmental and racial/ethnic composition of Cal Grant B recipients for AY 2024-25 is very similar to AY 2023-24. All figures rounded to 
nearest whole percentage point. 
v https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/what-college-costs-for-low-income-californians-2020.pdf 
vi AY 2023-2024 data from CSAC Cal Grant Paid Awards dashboard: https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-grant-paid-awards. 
vii Ibid. CSAC's race/ethnicity classifications. 
viii https://ticas.org/california/college-affordability-fast-facts-2026/ 
ix Total Cal Grant and Cal Grant B (both tuition and non-tuition coverage) costs from AY 2025-26 data provided by the California 
Department of Finance and does not include costs of supplements for students with dependent children or recent foster youth. Estimated 
first-year Cal Grant B access award costs, which do include supplements for students with dependent children and recent foster, from 
Senate Appropriations analysis of SB 1006 (Padilla, 2026) available at: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1006.  
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Fig. 4: Cal Grant Investment in 
Context
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Fig. 3: Distribution of New Cal Grant B 
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https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/student_expense_budget_2026-27.pdf
https://www.dir.ca.gov/oprl/CPI/EntireCCPI.PDF
https://edtrust.org/rti/for-student-parents-the-biggest-hurdles-to-a-higher-education-are-costs-and-finding-child-care/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Higher-Education-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-grant-paid-awards
https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/what-college-costs-for-low-income-californians-2020.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-grant-paid-awards
https://ticas.org/california/college-affordability-fast-facts-2026/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1006
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1006

