
TICAS Michigan’s policy priorities were identified and informed by community-based education and grassroots student support leaders' experiences,
insights, and expertise of on-the-ground needs. These priorities fall under our student-centered and equity-focused pillars of focus in Michigan:
postsecondary access, affordability, and success. Below we align the Governor’s newly proposed investments for FY26 to TICAS’ identified priorities,
alongside important considerations for each investment’s community impact or policy implications.  

TICAS Michigan’s FY26 Budget Priorities Governor’s Proposed Postsecondary Related
Investments for the FY26 Budget 

Considerations for Community Impact or
Policy Design 

ACCESS

This year’s priorities focus on amplifying
existing state programs and investments. 

Improve statewide messaging/campaigning
on the value of higher education in
Michigan.  

Increase supports for postsecondary
exposure, matriculation, and success
advising.  

                                       Develop a user-
friendly state higher education information
hub that centralizes available student
support programming, financial aid, and
health and wellness resources.  

Early Wins
Continued investment in MiLEAP has
resulted in improved campaigning and
messaging for statewide programs. 

$744.5 million for MiLEAP 
$145 million expanding career and
technical education opportunities 
$19 million expanding existing
apprenticeship programs 
$11 million for nonprofit youth-oriented
workforce development and career
exploration programming 
$10 million towards FAFSA completion 
$10 million for Talent Action Teams,
building talent in in-demand occupations 
$7.5 million to expand access to basic
needs that impact low-income families’
access to the workforce (e.g. childcare) 
$2 million for Higher Education in Prison
programs 
$1 million for Focus: HOPE that provides
workforce development programming, early
childhood education, youth development,
food assistance, community empowerment,
and advocacy 
$1 million for Rural Prosperity grants to
enhance community infrastructure and
workforce opportunities

Ensure that these program opportunities
are well publicized and accessible to the
public. 

Provide comprehensive resources to
improve efficiency and utilization of
available resources. 

Align workforce development programs
with current college attainment efforts to
improve navigation for students. 

Credit for prior learning and postsecondary
enrollment should not impede students’
continued education and access to basic
needs resources.  
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TICAS Michigan’s FY26 Budget Priorities Governor’s Proposed Postsecondary Related
Investments for the FY26 Budget 

Considerations for Community Impact or
Policy Design 

AFFORDABILITY

Streamline state financial aid programs,
administrative rules, and reporting.  

Early Wins
Streamlined reporting of MI Financial Aid
Programs 
Improved administrative rules for TIP led to
increased uptake/investment 
Continued streamlining of state aid
programs 

$350 million for the Michigan Achievement
Scholarship, Skills Scholarship, &
Community College Guarantee (up from
last year’s investment) 
$122.3 million for the Tuition Incentive
Program (Record Increases) 
$43.3 million for the MI Promise Zones
($8.8 million increase) 
$1.25 million to create a new, unified
education data system 

Extend eligibility for MAS to 3 years post
high school graduation (currently 15
months). 

Extend Reconnect down to age 21
permanently. 

SUCCESS

Address administrative barriers in student
basic needs, especially housing. 

   
Improve state investments in student basic
needs, especially health and wellness.  

Early Wins
Early investments in the College Success
Fund led to institutions making new
investments in housing and wellness
resources 

3.4 billion in Medicaid Mental Health
Services 
$125.6 million for Community Mental
Health (non-Medicaid) services 
$50 million for the Michigan Housing &
Community Development Program to meet
housing needs of low-income families 
$25 million for Employer Assisted Housing
to encourage employers to expand housing
opportunities 
$15 million for the College Success Fund to
institutions 
$1.5 million for Community Health
Programs increasing access to healthy food,
affordable housing, and safety  

Eligible Michiganders should be
encouraged to continue education and not
penalized by administrative rules. 

Ensure messaging highlights basic needs
resources that are not restricted for those
enrolled in college. 

Prioritize College Success funds towards
proposals being used towards housing and
health and wellness services per the need. 

In addition to these investments, the Governor has also proposed to increase operational funding to Michigan’s public community colleges and universities by
four percent, continue the state’s universal preschool for 4-year-olds and school lunch programs, and expand mental health services in K-12 schools. These
investments have the opportunity to put students in a stronger position to pursue higher education and provide higher education institutions with the
resources they need to best support their students.  

We are excited about the journey ahead and the state’s continued commitment and prioritization of the educational and economic advancement of
Michiganders. We are looking forward to ongoing partnership and collaboration with higher education partners and community stakeholders to continue
improving access to resources and better streamlining processes to effectively and equitably remove barriers for students and families especially in marginalized
communities. 

https://www.mischooldata.org/postsecondary-state-funded-student-aid-award-recipients/

