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Quick Facts on Postsecondary Attainment

Research shows that by 2031, the percentage of all jobs requiring some form of postsecondary education is expected
to increase to 72 percent, with 42 percent requiring at least a bachelor’s degree. Almost every state has set
education attainment goals to increase the number of residents with a postsecondary credential. A college
credential remains one of the most reliable pathways to improving economic security and narrowing racial and
economic inequities. To reach their educational attainment goals, many states are increasing the number of state
residents who apply, enroll, and complete a college credential. This Quick Facts updates what we know about
postsecondary attainment.’

Notes on Demographics Shifts

Despite the anticipated impacts of COVID-19, projections indicate an ongoing diversification of high school graduates,
reflecting significant demographic shifts across the U.S. education system. This increasing diversity underscores the need
for tailored educational strategies to support a broadening student population. To provide additional context for the
attainment rates by race and ethnicity we feature in this resource, the following population characteristics are important
to keep in mind:

From 2010 to 2020, the In 2022, the largest Black According to 2020 U.S. Census data,
Hispanic/Latino population was population predominately resided in Asian American residents were highly
mostly represented in large Texas at about 4.2 million. Florida represented in Hawaii, California,
metropolitan areas in the followed with 3.9 million, and and New Jersey. American Indian
Southern and Western parts of Georgia with 3.7 million. Regionally, and Alaska Native populations were
the United States, as well as Black residents reside largely in the highly represented in Oklahoma,
counties in Florida, Texas, South (56%), while 34 percent Alaska, portions of the Mountain
California, and Arizona. reside in the Midwest and West, and the Upper Great Plains.
Northeast.

Postsecondary Attainment of an Associate Degree or Higher for Adults Ages 25 and Older

From 2002 to 2022, Black and Latino adults experienced the highest growth in postsecondary attainment compared to
other racial and ethnic groups. In 2022, the Latino population had the lowest postsecondary attainment rates by race and
ethnicity, which has been consistent since 2002. Despite slight variations in the average attainment rate gap between the
Latino population and other populations, the pattern remains consistent across states, indicating that this issue is not
isolated to specific regions.

Share of Population with an Associate Degree or Higher
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T Our estimates are based on TICAS analysis using data from the United States Census Bureau, 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates (Table DP02). We define the postsecondary attainment rate as the share of adults aged 25 and older that have an Associate degree,
Bachelor’s degree, or graduate degree. Our estimates may differ from analyses that use other age ranges or data sources. 1
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Share of Population with an Associate Degree or Higher, by Race and Region
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Black Attainment by State

While racial and ethnic demographics vary by state, it is useful to examine the postsecondary attainment rates of Black
and Latino adults, which by and large are lower than the attainment rates of other racial and ethnic groups. Black adults
had the lowest attainment rates in Louisiana and the highest attainment rates in Vermont.
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Asian adults had the highest
attainment rates across regions
represented in the sample.

Latino adults had the lowest
attainment rates across regions
represented in the sample,
followed by Black adults.

Black adults had higher
attainment rates in New England
and Western regions, and the
lowest rates in the Southeast
and Midwestern regions.

National Average 33%




Latino Attainment by State
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Latinos had the lowest attainment rates in Arkansas and the highest attainment rates in Vermont.
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Quick Facts on Adults with Some College No Degree (SCND)

We define "Some College No Degree" as the population who have completed some college credit but have not
completed an associate degree or higher. Because the American Community Survey does not separately report
postsecondary certificates, the figures for this population may include those that have completed a certificate.
According to data from the Adult Training and Education Survey, 19.8 percent of the population with some college
credit but no degree have earned a postsecondary certificate from a college, technical, or other school.

Millions of Adults Leave College Before Completing a Degree

Nationally, Black adults had
the highest SCND rates in
all regions, and Asian adults
had the lowest SCND rates
in all regions represented
in the sample.

Asian, Latino, and White
adults in the Mideast region
had the lowest SCND
across states, while Black
adults in the New England
region had the lowest
SCND rates.

Asian, Black, Latino, and
White adults in the Far
West region had the
highest SCND rates.

Nationally, Latino adults
had lower SCND rates
when compared to Black
and White adults.
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Share of Population with Some College, No Degree, by Race and Region
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Black Population with Some College No Degree by State
Black adults had the highest rate of SCND in Wyoming, and the lowest SCND rates in Vermont.
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Latino Population with Some College No Degree by State
Latino adults had the highest rate of SCND in Alaska and the lowest SCND rate in the District of Columbia.
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Completing a quality degree is key to unlocking the full range of benefits of higher education,
including securing meaningful employment that supports upward economic mobility and a
student’s ability to repay their loans. Removing barriers to degree completion is critical to ensure
that all students can achieve secure futures. Increasing college completion and preventing
students from stopping out are crucial for boosting student success and economic mobility and
for increasing educational attainment rates.

Sources:

Unless otherwise noted, the figures above are based on TICAS analysis using data from the United States
Census Bureau, 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (Table DP02).
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year/2021.html
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