
1

The Impact of Non-Tuition 
College Costs on Michiganders

Our 2023 – 2024 Student Advocacy Fellows 
surveyed 176 individuals residing in Michigan 
who are currently enrolled in MI higher 
education or who are “college aged” (18 – 24) 
but not enrolled at this time.  Note that the 
survey was conducted by the Student 
Advocacy Fellows 2023-24 cohort. 
Participants are reflective of the fellows' peers 
from their communities, institutions, and/or 
TICAS network community partner students.  

The sample is neither random nor statistically 
representative of the overall postsecondary 
student and college student aged population in 
Michigan. However, respondents are a diverse 
population, including students enrolled in skilled 
trade programs and public 2-year colleges. Most 
respondents were enrolled in public 4-year 
colleges. Respondents reside in all regions of 

the state and include a diverse array of 
socioeconomic and racial backgrounds.
The fellows designed the survey to explore how 
respondents identify which non-tuition costs 
they experience, the extent to which those 
costs are burdensome, and what – if any – 
policy priorities could help address non-tuition 
costs. 

The survey results mirror national research 
findings: Non-tuition costs pose a significant 
barrier to accessing, affording, and completing a 
higher education. These costs are preventing 
enrollment, hindering completion, and creating 
significant financial and psychological burdens 
for students in Michigan and preventing the 
state from increasing the number of people with 
a college degree or skilled credential and its 60 
by 30 goal.

Our fellows captured responses from 176 “college aged” young adults from a broad range of 
educational experiences including students enrolled in skilled trade programs and those who 
chose not to enroll. However, most respondents went to a 4-year institution. 

Who Participated? 
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Which non tuition cost is the most challenging to manage? 

40% of respondents reported housing 
to be their most challenging expense, 
followed by transportation (22%) and 
textbooks (14%). One of the respondents 
who reported “Other” stated trying to 
manage all the expenses together was 
particularly difficult. (n=167)

Our fellows found that over half of respondents (56%) reported non-tuition costs moderately to 
greatly impacted their focus on their academics. Over twice as many respondents reported non-
tuition costs impacted them “A lot” than “Not at all”. (n=168)

How do these costs affect your overall ability to remain focused?  
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What We Asked Survey Participants 
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Non-Tuition Costs Average $6,522
How much do you pay/owe in non-tuition expenses? 

There was a lot of variety in the amount of money respondents paid in non-tuition costs (high of 
$40,000 and low of $0). The average respondent paid about $6,522 per year in non-tuition costs. 
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Survey respondents indicated that housing, textbooks, and transportation are the 
biggest costs they need additional support to cover. The state can and should continue 
to build on investments aimed directly at mitigating the burden of non-tuition costs for 
students, including by: 

Creating a financial aid award which can be used to cover non-tuition costs,

Expanding affordable housing opportunities for students,

Encouraging institutions to find creative ways to make textbooks more affordable for 
students, and

Investing in affordable and consistent transportation opportunities. 

What resources/services might help with non-tuition financial insecurity? 
When asked what resources would be the most helpful for alleviating the burden of nontuition 
costs, 41% of respondents chose affordable housing, 20% of students chose textbook affordability 
initiatives, and 14% of students chose transportation subsidies. (n=176)
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Does your institution provide any resources or programs which help cover non-
tuition costs or needs? 

Slightly more than half of respondents reported their institution did not provide 
any resources or programs to help cover non-tuition costs or needs. This may also 
indicate a lack of awareness of resources on campus and a need to more effectively 
communicate the availability of these resources. (n=176)
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