
 

July 29, 2022 
 
Senator Anthony Portantino 
Chair, California Senate Appropriations Committee 
State Capitol, Room 412 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: AB 1705 (Irwin): Seymour-Campbell Student Success Act of 2012 
SUPPORT AS AMENDED 6/15/22 

 

Dear Chair Portantino, 
 

The Institute for College Access & Success (TICAS) writes to express support for Assembly Bill 1705 

(Irwin). TICAS is a trusted source of research, design, and advocacy for student-centered public policies 

that promote affordability, accountability, and equity in higher education. AB 1705 (Irwin) will 

strengthen remedial education reform at our community colleges to ensure that more students are 

enrolled in transfer-level courses. 

For nearly half a decade, California Community Colleges have been implementing impactful remedial 
education reform via AB 705 (Irwin, 2017); however, additional work remains to ensure students in 
California are not enrolling in courses that delay or deter their success. A substantial number of students 
are still encouraged to enroll in below-transfer courses, despite evidence suggesting that doing so 
dramatically reduces their likelihood of completion.i In 2019-20, after the AB 705 compliance deadline, 
low-income students continued to enroll in remedial courses at higher rates, thereby increasing their 
cost of education and extending their time to degree.ii AB 1705 (Irwin) will help strengthen the 
implementation of AB 705 by creating more stringent placement guidelines to limit community colleges’ 
use of remedial education.  
 
Furthermore, a robust body of evidence demonstrates that traditional remedial education sequences 
interfere with students’ ability to complete their educational goals.iii TICAS’ recent publication, “The 
Detrimental Costs of Remedial Education for California Community College Students”, found that, due to 
remedial courses, students face additional enrollment fees, excessive unit accumulation, longer time to 
completion, and higher levels of student debt due to remedial coursework.iv  
 
AB 1705 (Irwin) will promote enrollment in transfer-level courses to support student achievement and 

success across all courses. This effort is critical to ensuring California’s community college students 

have reliable and equitable pathways to postsecondary success. For these reasons, TICAS strongly 

supports AB 1705 (Irwin) and requests your AYE vote when it is heard in committee hearing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Manny Rodriguez 
Director of California College Affordability 
The Institute for College Access & Success 



 

 
 
Cc: Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, 44th District 

Honorable Members, Senate Appropriations Committee  
Lenin Del Castillo, Consultant, Senate Appropriations Committee 
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