
 

May 3, 2022 

 

The Honorable Nancy Skinner  
Chair, California State Senate  

Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 502  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Honorable Phil Ting  
Chair, California State Assembly  

Committee on Budget  
1021 O Street, Suite 8230  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable John Laird  
Chair, California State Senate  

Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, 
Subcommittee 1 on Education  

1020 N Street, Room 502  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

The Honorable Kevin McCarty  
Chair, California State Assembly  

Committee on Budget,  
Subcommittee 2 on Education Finance  

1021 O Street, Suite 8230  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Request for Equitable Cal Grant Investments in the 2022-23 California State Budget 

 

Dear Chairs Skinner, Ting, Laird, and McCarty: 

 

The Institute for College Access & Success (TICAS) strongly urges your inclusion of targeted and 
equitable investments in the Cal Grant program in the 2022-23 California State Budget by implementing 
the framework outlined in Assembly Bill 1746. A trusted source of research, design, and advocacy for 
student-centered policies that promote affordability, accountability, and equity in higher education, 
TICAS has long championed meaningful and evidence-based financial aid reform in California, and we 
are grateful for your leadership in the pursuit of strengthening college affordability. 

Robust and equitable state financial aid programs are a vital resource for California’s students, and it is 
critical that the state continues to build upon last year’s monumental creation of the California 
Community College (CCC) Expanded Entitlement Cal Grant award -- which lifted the age and time-out-
of-high school eligibility criteria that kept older, returning students from accessing aid -- and to further 
address other structural issues that exist within the program. We urge you and legislative leadership to 
prioritize the following reforms to further simplify and strengthen the Cal Grant in ways that will support 
the long-term economic and social wellbeing of Californians and the state: 

1. Consolidate multiple Cal Grant programs into the Cal Grant 2 for community college 
students and the Cal Grant 4 for students at four-year colleges – and align their eligibility 
criteria with the federal Pell Grant. This will simplify and streamline the Cal Grant program 
and enable earlier and clearer communication to families about the full range of federal and state 
financial aid available to pay for college, and greatly reduce students’ burden when it comes to 
applying for and accessing grant aid.  

2. Better address non-tuition college costs, which make up a significant portion of students’ 
total cost of attendance, by ensuring that the Cal Grant 2 award amount keeps pace with 
the annual growth in inflation. The current maximum Cal Grant access award is $1,648 and 
covers just seven percent of many students’ non-tuition college costs today, which can exceed 



$23,000 annually for students across all types of colleges in California.1 Since the program’s 
inception over 50 years ago, the value of the maximum access award has grown at a much slower 
rate than college costs; had it kept pace with inflation it would be worth over $7,400 today.2 

3. Remove additional barriers for students to get the aid they need to pursue their college and 
workforce training goals. While the recent creation of the CCC Expanded Entitlement program 
has very importantly lifted the arbitrary restrictions on student age and time out-of-high school 
that kept many older students from accessing Cal Grant dollars, CCC students are still required to 
verify their GPA eligibility. Too many of the students who could otherwise benefit from the new 
Cal Grant entitlement award for CCC students will not receive it because of the continued GPA 
requirement. For older students, their high school performance is often less relevant to their 
ability to succeed in college, and those who have met the GPA requirement are often unable to 
obtain high school records. 

We are grateful to both the Senate and Assembly for their ongoing commitment to making college in 
California affordable for all students, and the most vulnerable students, in particular. Last year’s creation 
of the CCC Expanded Entitlement award has already helped tens of thousands more under-resourced 
students, and continuing to expand the reach of the Cal Grant could not come at a more important time.  

Californians have long faced college affordability challenges, which the COVID-19 pandemic has only 
exacerbated: many students, particularly those who identify as Black, Indigenous, Latino, and Filipino, 
have been forced to prioritize employment and family obligations over college attendance, and continuing 
to strengthen need-based financial aid will allow many more to reenroll or persist in college.3 According 
to the California Student Aid Commission, the above reforms would allow an estimated 150,000 newly 
eligible students to receive a Cal Grant -- including over 100,000 at CCCs and 45,000 student parents -- 
with an average age of about 26 years old. To eliminate current barriers to state financial aid, move closer 
towards covering students’ total college costs, and ensure the state’s economic path out of the pandemic is 
equitable, we respectfully urge you to include full funding for the Cal Grant Equity Framework in the 
2022-23 state budget. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, and for all that you do to ensure vulnerable Californians have 
the support they – and the state – need to prosper. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Thompson 
Vice President 
The Institute for College Access & Success 

 
1 California Student Aid Commission. July 14, 2021. “2022-23 Student Expense Budgets.” https://bit.ly/3MIDFmm. 
2 The Cal Grant access award was $900 when it was created in 1969. Using the California Consumer Price Index 
(CCPI), $900 in June 1969 would be worth approximately $7,400 in June 2021, the most recent available CCPI for 
the comparable month of June. https://bit.ly/3r6cvgH. 
3 The Institute for College Access & Success (TICAS). May 24, 2021. “The Uneven Cost of COVID-19 on College 
Completion in California.” Available at: https://bit.ly/3NQ8YNr.  
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CC:  Senator Toni G. Atkins, President pro Tempore, California State Senate 
Assemblymember Anthony Rendon, Speaker of the Assembly, California State Assembly  
Jennifer Pacella, Deputy Legislative Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office  
Assemblymember Jose Medina  
Senator Connie M. Leyva  
Members, California State Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee  
Members, California State Assembly Committee on Budget  
Christopher Francis, Consultant, California State Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, 

 Subcommittee 1 on Education 
Mark Martin, Principal Consultant, California State Assembly Committee on Budget, 

Subcommittee 2 on Education Finance  
Ben Chida, Chief Deputy Cabinet Secretary, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom  
Chris Ferguson, Program Budget Manager, California Department of Finance  
Marlene Garcia, Executive Director, California Student Aid Commission 


