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February 22, 2021 

The Honorable John Laird  

Chair, California State Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee,  

    Subcommittee 1 on Education  

State Capitol, Room 5019 

Sacramento, CA 95814

 

 

RE:  Increasing Competitive Cal Grants in the 2021-22 State Budget 

  

Dear Chair Laird:  

  

Californians for College Affordability is a diverse coalition of higher education advocacy, civil rights and 

social justice, business and workforce, and statewide student leadership organizations that are united in 

strengthening need-based financial aid in California so that all students can afford to attend and complete 

college, allowing the state’s workforce to remain competitive. Since 2012, Californians for College 

Affordability has advocated for state financial aid investments targeted to students who can afford the least, 

and expanding need-based financial aid to help more students and better cover total college costs.1 In recent 

 
1 The Institute for College Access & Success (TICAS). 2016. How and Why to Improve Cal Grants: Key Facts and 

Recommendations. https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy-files/pub_files/how_and_why_to_improve_cal_grants.pdf.  

https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Californians-for-college-affordability-postcard-2020.pdf
https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy-files/pub_files/how_and_why_to_improve_cal_grants.pdf
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years, we have called attention to the need to reform – and adequately fund – the state Cal Grant program to 

solve for structural inequities that have negatively impacted low-income students, students of color, and 

nontraditional students.2  

 

Unlike recent high school graduates, older students are not guaranteed a Cal Grant award. Instead, they 

“compete” for the opportunity to receive an award that can cover up to $1,6483 of non-tuition college costs 

and/or a specified amount of tuition charges, depending on the students’ institution of choice. Thanks to 

investments made by the Legislature and Governor over recent years to increase the number of grants 

available, older students’ odds of receiving a grant have improved markedly: in 2014-15, older applicants 

had a 1-in-17 chance of receiving one of 22,500 annually available competitive awards, odds that had 

increased to 1-in-8 by the 2020-21 year during which 41,000 awards are available.4  

 

Today we write in strong support of the Governor’s proposal to increase the number of competitive 

Cal Grant awards available annually to 50,000, which will help thousands more students obtain the 

credentials they – and the state – need to recover from the health and economic crises wrought by COVID-

19. The pandemic has exacerbated already acute college affordability challenges for the most vulnerable 

Californians, and low-income communities and communities of color have been most impacted by un- and 

underemployment.5 Increasing the number of grants available will help to ensure more students – and the 

most under-resourced in particular – have the financial supports they need to successfully earn a credential.   

 

We also encourage the Legislature to consider opportunities to increase financial aid for non-tuition college 

costs to address the crisis of basic needs insecurity among California’s college students, and to help mitigate 

additional COVID-related costs such as the need for broadband internet access and other technological 

supports. While the Cal Grant program has always provided some support for non-tuition costs, the current 

maximum base award of $1,648 covers just nine percent of such costs, compared to 16 percent 20 years ago.6  

Solving for the Cal Grant program’s structural inequities requires that more resources be put towards these 

awards, in addition to increasing the number of grants available.  

 

To better connect under-resourced Californians with the supports they need now to access and succeed in 

higher education, we urge you to support the increase in the number of annually available competitive Cal 

Grants at the Senate Budget Subcommittee 1 hearing this Wednesday, February 24th. Doing so will ensure 

more low-income Californians have access to the state financial aid they need to enroll and be successful 

students, and contribute to a recovering – and once again thriving – state economy.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

 
2 TICAS. 2019. Charting the Course for Redesigning Financial Aid in California. https://ticas.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/10/charting-the-course.pdf.   
3 Since 2014-15, the maximum base Cal Grant B access award has been $1,648, as established in the state budget. 

Additionally, funds from the College Access Tax Credit supplement the award; for AY 2020-21, this fund provided an 

additional $8 per recipient, bringing the total to $1,656. 
4 TICAS calculations based on data provided in California Student Aid Commission operations memos, which cite the 

number of eligible applicants during both the March 2nd and September 2nd application cycles.  
5 Public Policy Institute of California. 2020. Income Inequality and Economic Opportunity in California. 

https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/incoming-inequality-and-economic-opportunity-in-california-december-2020.pdf.  
6 TICAS calculations based on college cost data from College Insight; in 2000-01, the maximum Cal Grant B access award 

was $1,548.  

https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/charting-the-course.pdf
https://ticas.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/charting-the-course.pdf
https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/incoming-inequality-and-economic-opportunity-in-california-december-2020.pdf
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Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Victoria “Nikki” Dominguez  

Policy Director 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Los  

     Angeles 

 

 

 

Henry Bartholomay 

Policy Manager 

Bay Area Council 

 

 

 

Su Jin Gatlin Jez  

Executive Director  

California Competes 

 

 

 

 

Zima Creason  

Executive Director  

California EDGE Coalition 

 

 

 

 

Vince Stewart  

Executive Director  

California STEM Network 

 

 

 

 

Nicolas Riani  

Statewide Board Chair  

CALPIRG Students 

 

 

 

Jessie Ryan  

Executive Vice President  

The Campaign for College Opportunity 

 

 

 

 

Vince Stewart  

Executive Director, California STEM Network 

Children Now 

 

 

 

Kristin Connelly 

President and CEO 

East Bay Leadership Council 

 

 

 

 

Brian Rivas 

Senior Director of Policy and Government    

     Relations 

The Education Trust – West 

 

 

 

Debbie Cochrane  

Executive Vice President  

The Institute for College Access & Success 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Raucher 

Education Director 

John Burton Advocates for Youth 
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Meredith Curry 

Fellow 

Northern California College Promise Coalition 

 

 

 

Guillermo Mayer 

President & CEO 

Public Advocates, Inc. 

 

 

 

David Palter  

Senior Director, Higher Education and Workforce  

     Development  

Silicon Valley Leadership Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison De Lucca  

Executive Director 

Southern California College Access Network 

 

 

 

Laura Keane 

Chief Policy Officer 

uAspire 

 

 

 

David Rattray 

President & CEO 

UNITE-LA 

 

 

 

Kristin McGuire 

Western Region Director 

Young Invincibles 

 

 

CC:      Senator Toni G. Atkins, President pro Tempore, California State Senate 

Senator Nancy Skinner, Chair, California State Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee  

Jennifer Pacella, Deputy Legislative Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office 

Senator Connie Leyva, Chair, California State Senate Education Committee 

Members of the California State Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, Subcommittee 1 on  

Education  

Lande Ajose, Senior Policy Advisor for Higher Education, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom 

Chris Ferguson, Assistant Program Budget Manager, California Department of Finance 

 


